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Post mortem

All the news that fits in print
……….by arlene port

Everything I have ever known is in this issue of the Post Mortem. Well, at least
the amount of time it took me to put it together seemed like the sum total of all
the knowledge I had acquired from Kindergarten thru Pitt. But, it was worth it.
There’s a lot going on this month.
If I sound like I want a reward of some kind - I do. I want everyone in our Unit
to support all of the great events that are happening in June. And what, you may
ask, are they? Let me give you the list:
June 3rd is the Barbara Bergman/Lou Joseph Swiss Team event. The last I heard
there were 2 spots available. You can try to get in if they are still there.
Sectional Tournament at the Club Level; better known as “STaC WEEK” , The
silver point spectacular that is held a few times each year. This is your opportunity to acquire the silver and black points you need to become a Life Master.
This tournament is for you, especially if you don’t travel to far away places to
play. BE THERE! Read our flyer on page 2.
NAOP QUALIFIER on Friday, June 1. If you win here and at the finals, you get
to represent our district at the Nationals. Who could ask for anything more?
Also, the flyer for our summer sectional in July is out.
And don’t forget our Unit Swiss Team Friday night, June 22. There are extra
points and it is flighted, so you really are competing with those who are at your
rank. Team games are fun.
Thank goodness no one asked me to tell everyone how I feel. There simply isn’t
enough room in this fun-packed Post Mortem. So, knock yourself out and join in.
Have a wonderful summer, while it lasts. One more thing: Take good care of
yourselves. I’m not crazy about reporting accidents, illnesses, and replacement
part operations.
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IN MEMORY

WARREN OBERFIELD, one of our brightest and most talented
bridge players passed away suddenly, in May. He suffered a
serious fall and although he seemed to have recovered, he died
from his injuries.
As far as I knew, Warren was never a beginning bridge
player. When I started playing, he was already very accomplished and he was still in college.
Warren played mostly in our Sectionals, Regionals and
he rarely, if ever, missed going to the ACBL Nationals. Because
he generally did not play in our local games, he became somewhat of a legend,, known by everyone to be a top bridge player,
but few in our unit ever got to know him well.
For those of you who missed that opportunity, I can tell
you that Warren was a very nice guy; very pleasant, and always
ready to tell bridge stories. He loved bridge. ——- and bridge,
along with his group of close friends. loved him. His passing has
left a big hole in our unit and in our hearts………….arlene port
JODI SHENSA NOVICK, who was the daughter of
`Linda Shensa, a regular at the Rodef Shalom bridge game, died
suddenly in May.
A dentist by trade, Jodi, along with her husband,
Howard, were taking bridge lessons in order to join the bridge
community as skillful bridge players.
I got to know Jodi when she and Howard were in my
class at Rodef Shalom. Jodi was the sweetest person, and
enthusiastic at the prospect of learning to play. She was so
young, it is heartbreaking that she left us too early. Our deepest
sympathies go out to Linda and Howard and their friends and
family members. I feel fortunate I had the opportunity to get to
know her………………………………….arlene port
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UP THE LADDER POST

BRIDGE BYTES

………………...By Ernie Retetagos

THE SIMPLE SQUEEZE

JUNIOR MASTER

A simple squeeze, as it's name implies, is not that complicated. The most problematic
aspect is just recognizing that the possibility of a squeeze exists. Clyde Love, in his classic book
"Bridge Squeezes Complete", coined the acronym BLUE. The term BLUE identifies the essential
ingredients for a successful squeeze.

In order to execute a squeeze, declarer just has to rectify the count, and run all the winners outside of the threat suits. This includes all side winners and long trumps. Prior to the last
winner, declarer might want to cash a trick or two in a threat suit to simplify the position and
avoid ambiguity. If the conditions are right, an opponent might be squeezed when the last winner
is played. Usually declarer just has to keep track of the discards in one of the threat suits. If that
suit doesn't yield an extra trick, try to cash out the other threat suit.
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SECTIONAL MASTER
Esther Burstin
Nancy J Kosmala
Jane E Slagter
REGIONAL MASTER
Judith Pierce
LIFE MASTER

Linda Fried
RUBY LIFE MASTER
Angela M Agnello
Esther A Sain
GOLD LIFE MASTER
Craig R Biddle
Leroy W Hackenberg II
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CONGRATULATIONS

E

is having an entry to the hand with a threat suit. It's pretty clear that establishing a
trick in the dummy doesn't help you if you can't get there to cash it. That is why sometimes the
best defense to a squeeze is to attack entries.

Angelo Brunetti

“BE AFRAID. THEY’RE COMING TO GET US”.!!

U

is having the upper hand or having a defender discard before the hand with the
threats. If declarer does not have at least one of the threat suits sitting over the defender, declarer
will have to make a critical discard before the defender. If both of declarer's threats are in the
same hand, only the defender that has to discard first can be squeezed. When declarer has a threat
in each hand, either defender can be squeezed.

CLUB MASTER

CONGRATULATIONS!!

L

is the ingredient of the squeeze over which declarer has the most control. You have
to lose enough tricks early in the hand, so that you can cash all of the remaining tricks except for
one. This is known as rectifying the count. Assume that you are in 3 no trump and can run 11
sure tricks. If you duck a trick, you will have rectified the count, and are in position to cash 11 out
of the next 12 tricks. If a defender can be squeezed, you can pick up an extra trick. If you fail to
duck a trick, the defender will have a spare card to discard at the critical time and will not be
squeezed. If declarer is in a suit contract with a long suit and 10 tricks, you'd have to lose 2 tricks
before running trumps. It has been said that long trumps should not sit idly in your hand.

ALL IT TOOK WAS A LOT OF SKILLL
A LOT OF PLAYING ——— AND

sole responsibility of protecting more than one suit, they can be squeezed. Sole protection could
be in the form of length or high cards. If declarer holds A K x x x opposite x x x, only one defender can guard the suit. When declarer holds A J x in a suit, a defender with K Q has to protect
that suit. The suits in which there is the possibility of gaining an extra trick are called the threat
suits.

A LOT OF HEART ———YOU GOTTA HAVE HEART!!!!

B stands for one defender being busy guarding two suits. When that defender has the

Mary Anne Fenstemaker
Linda G Jones

PBA EVENTS 3-MONTH CALENDAR 2018

NOTES FROM THE CLEVELAND REGIONAL:
WARREN OBERFIELD, NPC……………………….by Craig Biddle
I had planned to play two days with Warren at the Cleveland Regional this past
May. One of the games was for the Monday Swiss. After he died, Bernie Fudor and
Fred Schenker found Asim Ulke as our 4th. So we met up Monday morning before game
time, filled out our entry, and listed Warren as our NPC (non-playing Captain) on the
entry. (Technically, this is illegal according to ACBL Policy, since many years ago some
enterprising young players entered one of the major team events with a fictitious captain.) But nobody in the room would have objected to this.
An aside about Warren - he was both one of my favorite and most frustrating partners. I
knew him from about 1970 until his death, and we played many sessions together. He
was an extremely conservative player, which was my main frustration with him - bridge
has become a game of pushing your opponents around, and he refused to adapt. We
played 12-14 notrumps, and he was more likely to pass with 12 than open 1NT with 11.
When we sat down to play, I played with Fred and Bernie and Asim were at the other
table. For our first match, We played a pair from London, Ontario, and at the other table
Asim and Bernie played a young couple. When they came back to compare, Bernie sat
down and said, "I never knew what was going on - they were all talking in Turkish!" We
won a slugging match, 40-31 in 7 boards. The next match was a slam-bidding exercise
for Fred and I vs. our seatmates, and we bid both, they only 1. In the third round Fred
and I had a major defensive error, and let a vulnerable game through, but Fred played a
game nicely to win most of that back, and then there was a board where Fred declared
1NT at our table, and Bernie 1NTx at the other. Both of them made an overtrick. Our
table opponents also misjudged a 5-level auction, so we broke for lunch undefeated and
leading the field with 79 of 90 VP's.
In the next match, we drew the Sulgrove team, although Don and Kathy sat out. On the
first board, Fred opened 1H Vul in first seat, RHO bid a NV 2NT, and I was looking at
S-1098xx HK108xxx D-x C-x. I looked at this hand, and decided that hearts were going
to be trump. They let us out at 5H, which was the last making spot. At the other table,
Fred's hand doubled 5D and beat it 1 trick. Then there were 3 boards in a row where we
were plus at both tables, so we survived the board where I drove to a vulnerable game
with 5 points after Fred overcalled a 1D opening with 1NT. (I was 6-4 in the red suits,
but they were able to take the first 4 diamond tricks.)

In the 5th round, we played Ken Kranyak and Michael Creager; Bernie declared 3NT vul
with club suit of Qx in hand and AJxxxxxx in dummy. He took a finesse and lost to a
singleton K. Down 4 and lose 14. But we preempted them out of a vul slam at our table,
and stopped in a partial with a couple of promising hands; they bid 3NT at the other table
and were down 2, and ended up winning the match by 3 IMPs. Our last two matches
were carbon copies, losing one big swing and winning several medium ones, We finished the day 7-0 with 176 of a possible 210 VP's. Warren would have been pleased.
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June
1
NAOP QUALIFIER
3
(Sunday) Barb Bergman - Lou Joseph Swiss Teams
8
Unit Championship & PBA Board Meeting
14
STaC Pairs - Special Thursday Game
15
STaC Pairs
22
Unit Championship Swiss Team
29
Unit Championship
July
6
NAOP QUALIFIER
13
PITTSBURGH SECTIONAL @ MASONIC
20
Unit Championship
27 Unit Championship Swiss Teams
August
3
10
17
24
31

New Partner Night & PBA Board Meeting
NAOP QUALIFIER
Unit Championship
Unit Championship Swiss Teams
PITTSBURGH REGIONAL (8/28-9/03) - No Game
CLEVELAND ALL AMERICAN REGIONAL RESULTS

Well, after looking at the success of our players who went to Clevveland, I am calling a meeting to try to rename this tournament the
“PITTCLEVE REGIONAL”. Just in case that doesn’t work, here is
a list of the top 10 Unit #142 players who stole the show: (In order
of their success)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Fred Schenker
Jan Assini
Bernard Fudor
Frank Cymerman
Asim Ulke

6. Gus Costanzo
7. Judi Sonon
8. Craig Biddle
9. Mary Paulone Carns
10. Cecila Powell
10. Barbara Belardi
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Steve Nolan Double. The pre-empt has put us

INTERNET POST

You are South, matchpoints, N/S vul.
You hold:
S
AKJ2
H
7
D
K 10 9 4
C
AKQJ
THE BIDDING IS:
NORTH
EAST
SOUTH
WEST
-------------4D
PASS
PASS
? What do you bid:

Richard Katz 4S It's match points, so
I'm vulnerable and don't want to just
collect my fifties. I bid four spades optimistically thinking ill make it, so there!
Although pessimistically I may lose one
heart, two diamonds, and three spades,
so there!
Gail Carns Dbl if partner bids 4H I bid
4NT and hope partner does not think it
is blackwood.

Herb Sachs: Double and bid 4NT
over 4H;; I hope partner has a black suit
and/or a share of the twelve missing
points giving LHO AQJ of diamonds.
Can't get worse than zero..
Jack Hawthorne: Double. I hate this
one! I would probably double and hope
partner can't find a call. But don't ask me
what I'll do when the inevitable 4H
comes back to me.

under pressure, but that's not a reason to panic. Just live with the facts that stopping on a dime
at the four level is out, and that this hand is good
enough to bid at the 5-level in order to find the
right strain. Follow up with a cue bid of 5D if
partner, as expected, bids 4H.

HOW EXPERTS VOTED

Stan Ruskin: Double Lot’s of single-

tons and/or voids around the table and we
can make anywhere from nothing to a
grand slam so what do you do. In general,
most people play that doubles of an opening bid at the 4 level are both takeout and
cooperative so, if I double, partner could
.
conceivably pass which would be fine or
Bill Holt: Double. I will double and pull Hearts bid a suit which is also fine. If he bids
to Spades. That shows Spades and clubs and good 4H over a double, I would bid 4NT so he
hand. With my diamond holding – and my Heart would now know that I have C and S and
should also infer that I have D stopper.
holding – I expect that is what will happen. If
Partner can go from there. If partner bods
disastrous, it’s only 1 board at matchpoints.
4S, I would probably bid 4NT which is
Craig Biddle: Pass - Ugly prolem! Partner is key card in S (my double of 4D
guarantees S). Thus, my bid is double.
surely short in diamonds, but so is RHO. My
guess is that we can make 4S about 40% of the
time, 4H about 1/3 of the time, and 5C about 25% Ernie Retetagos: PASS. If I was
of the time. But It won't always be obvious for us playing total point scoring, like IMPS or
rubber bridge, I'd double and correct 4
which suit to make trump. And many of the layouts where we can make game, we will be able to Hearts to 4 Spades. Partner has a good
chance of having either a 4 card black
do so in two or even 3 suits. Our most likely
suit, or maybe a long strong heart
game is, probably, 4NT, but who plays that as
natural? So I will just settle for my small plus and suit. Although, even a 4-4 fit does not
guarantee that we can make game. If parthope that the field is not finding a making game
ner doesn't have 4 spades, we are probavery often.
bly going minus. But we can't afford to
exchange a good chance of plus 600 or
Bob Zimmerman: pass. Anything could be
620 for a plus 150 on defense.
right. Anything could be wrong. If I double, I
Matchpoint scoring is based on frehave to bid 4 spades over the inevitable 4 heart
quency, and is not quantitative. I'm guessbid. We may or may not have a black suit fit. So,
ing that bidding will lead to a minus score
I'll take my +100 for average min: I am going to
more that 50 % of the time. So I will pass,
pass. If I double, it will be for takeout and partner
take a plus, and hope that we don't have a
will probably bid some number of hearts. If I bid
game our way.
4NT it will also mean some form of takeout showing two five card suits out of the three unbid
Jane Marshall: PASS. Surely we
suitsus at MPs and play the next board.

Alan Bell
David Berkowitz
Bart Bramley
Larry Cohen
Mark Cohen
Billy Eisenberg
Richard Freeman
Geoff Hampson
Carl Hudecek
Michael Kamil
Sami Kehela
Danny Kleinman
Eric Kokish
Karen McCallum
Marshall Miles
Nick Nickell
Rozanne & Bill Pollack
Larry Robbins
Arthur Robinson
Steve Robinson
David Rowntree
Jeff Rubens
Ira Rubin
Fred Stewart
Howard Weinstein
Robert Wolff
Kit Woolsey
Ray Zoller

can set 4D, BUT Double would be
takeout. Partner would not sit for a
double and I can't pass 4H. My sec- INTERNET POST RESULTS:
ond choice is 4NT to show a 2-suiter, BID Nat.
Pgh Award
mean some form of takeout showing two five card and correct hearts to spades. My an- Double 8
7
100
swer is PASS.
Asim Ulke: I double. Over 4H by part- suits out of the three unbid suits.
Pass
8
5
90
4S
6
1
80
ner I bid 4S and pray.

Paul Caplan: 4nt to play. double is for Chris Wang. I am going to pass. If I double, it
takeout and there is no good answer to 4 will be for takeout and partner will probably bid
some number of hearts. If I bid 4NT it will also
hearts by partner.

4NT
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70

D
4NT
P
P
P
P
4NT
4S
D
4NT
D
P
4S
4NT
D
P
4S
D
4NT
D
P
P
Ab
D
D
4S
4S
4S

30 April

5

1 May

6

2

Wed
Thu
Fri

9

16

Sat

CONGRATULATIONS!
11

1 NAOP QUALI- 2
FIER

STaC Pairs

23

Bharat Shah
Houston
Mon
Marcella Retetagos Glenshaw
Wed
Sandra McCall
Temple EmnauelWed
Micheal Fezar
Edgeworth
Carol Bolen
O'Hara
Barbara Cusick
South Hills NLTues
David Collura
South Hills
Tues
Juliet Jegasothy
Shuffler's
Tue
Trudy Cohn
Rodef
We
Gloria Moser
Glenshaw
Sat
Edward Elikan
New Brighton Sat
Asim Kokan
Rodef 299er
Mon
Patricia Anders
Glenshaw
James Quigley
Wilkins
Thurs
Hugo Churchill
Nancy's Club
Sun
David Frohlich
Glenshaw
Mon
Patricia Katz
Rodef
Mon
Ronald Sain
Indiana
Tues
Richard Katz
Rodef
Wed
Denise Dufour
Edgeworth
\\
J Hammerschmidt Longue Vue Thurs

30

Sun
Tues
Wed
Wed
Mon
Tues
Tues
Tue
Wed
Thurs
Sat
Mo
Tues
Wed
Fri
Fri
Mon
Mon
Wed
Wed
Wed
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TWO IN A ROW

Carol Henderson Nancy's Sun DinClub
Gloria Moser
O'Hara
Ernie Retetagos
Glenshaw
Bud McElhaney Temple E mnauel
Mary Lou Flach
Glenshaw
Shirley Eskew
South Hills NLM
James Gump
South Hills
Marian Creps
Indiana
Arlene Port
Rodef
Jean Tuthill
Longue Vue
John Killmeyer
New Brighton
Syed Ali
Rodef 299er
Patricia Katz
O'Hara
Wed Kenneth Bergman
Glenshaw
William Holt
Allegheny CC
Arlene Port
Wilkins
Kenneth Bergman Glenshaw
Linda Smith
Rodef 299er
Patricia Katz
Rodef
Celine O'Neill
Edgeworth
Ronald Sain
Greensburg

Tue

8 PBA UNIT
CHMP & Board
Meeting . -

Tues

Mon

7

15

O'Hara

12

Richard Katz

11 STaC
week begins

Fri

Sun

14 STaC
Pairs
Special
Game

22 Unit Chmp
Swiss Team

South Hills Thurs

1

13

21

29 UNIT CHMP

Estill Duggins

THREE IN A ROW

Barb Bergman Lou Joseph Swiss
Teams

20

28

Thurs

2

19

27

O'Hara Tues
Allegheny CC

FOUR IN A ROW

3

18

26

Curt Woodhead South Hills

Butler
Thurs
Rodef
Mon
Whitehall
Mon
O'Hara
Tues
South Hills
Thurs
South Hills
Thurs
Indiana
Tues
Rodef
Wed
Longue Vue
Thurs
Rodef
Mon
Export
Mon
South Hills NLM Tues
Greensburg
Wed

10

17STaC Week
ends
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70%+ GAMES

Virginia Evanko
71.43
Gail Carns & Asim Ulke
70.79
Gertrude Mallet & Estill Duggins 75.00
Jack Hawthorne & Randy Pearson 76.85
Curt Woodhead & Estill Duggins 72.50
Paul Rosenberg & Donald Averbach 70.00
Judy Pierce & Ronald Sain
72.22
Richard Katz & Patricia Katz
73.84
Cindy Lucas & Mary Anne Fenstemaker
72.50
Asim Ulke & Gail Carns
70.14
Kenneth Snyder & Andrew Makar 71.76
Arthur Henry & Marie Henry
73.70
Ronald Sain & Kenneth Eichler
70.00

Jack Hawthorne
Philip Goulding
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