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Pittsburgh Bridge Association By-L aws

ARTICLE |
Name and Affiliation

Section 1.  The name of the organization is the Pittsburgh dgridssociation,
a unit of the American Contract Bridge League. ®rganization is also known as Unit
142. The short title of the Pittsburgh Bridge Agation as used in these by-laws is the
PBA, and the short title of the American ContradtiBe League is the ACBL.

Section 2. The PBA:
(@) Is an unincorporated association affiliated wite ACBL through
the Unit charter process. The PBA exercises jigtigoh over the geographical area as is
presently assigned or may be assigned in the ftbutdy the ACBL.

(b) Recognizes the ACBL as the parent organizationnigaauthority
and control over tournament bridge in the Uniteat&t.

(c) Exists under the sanction of the ACBL, and functiarthin the
Constitution, By-Laws, and regulations of the ACBL.

ARTICLE I
Objectives of the Organization

Section 1.  The principal objectives of the PBA shall be:

(a) To preserve and promote the best interests of tandlate interest
in the art of playing competitive duplicate contriadge and any modification thereof;

(b) To promote and conduct contract bridge tournamemtsto
cooperate with and assist the ACBL in the promoéind conduct of contract bridge
tournaments;

(c) To encourage and enforce the highest standardsnaiict and
ethics by its members;

(d) To promote the development and organization oliati#id clubs
within the PBA;

(e) To provide organized bridge activities and/ees to satisfy the
social, recreational and competitive needs of teenbership and affiliated clubs.

() To keep members apprised of bridge-relatetvities in the Unit.

Section 2. The PBA may conduct such other activities as ansistent with
its principal objectives.



ARTICLE Il
M ember ship

Section 1.  Any person residing within PBA jurisdiction, subjéc District
regulations, is eligible for membership. No persbhall be denied membership because
of race, color, creed, sex, sexual orientationrofigency at bridge.

Section 2.  Such person, upon favorable action, shall becorde@amain a
member provided:

(a) He satisfies the residence requirements of the ACBL
(b) He pays his dues in accordance with regulationkeoACBL.

(c) He has not been suspended or expelled from mempeinsh
accordance with regulations established by the AGBId the Board of Directors of the
PBA, provided, however, that such regulations st@iiform to the rules of due process
applicable to membership corporations and that seghlations as are established by the
PBA Board of Directors shall not be in conflict wihe By-Laws and regulations of the
ACBL.

(d) Any person who resides within the geographacah of the PBA
who wishes to become a member of a different Uaiy apply to become a member of
the other Unit by following the relevant proceduessablished by the ACBL.

(e) Any person who resides for part of the yeahegeographical
area of the PBA and part of the year elsewherelmagme a member of the PBA by
application to the Board.

Section 3.  Membership in the PBA carries with it membershiphe ACBL.

Section 4.  Annual dues shall be in the amount fixed by the ACB

ARTICLE IV
Board of Directors

Section 1.  The affairs of the PBA shall be administered byBloard of
Directors.

Section 2. The Board of Directors of the PBA shall consist of:

(a) Members of the PBA, duly elected in accordance weh
provisions contained in these By-Laws and withéleetion regulations of the PBA.

(b) Non-voting members as specified by PBA regulations.

Section 3.  If a vacancy occurs on the Board of Directors,Bbard shall
elect, by majority vote of those present and vobggecret ballot, a PBA member to fill
the vacancy for the balance of the unexpired texutice of such election shall be given
to all Board members not less than seven (7) dags to the Board meeting at which
such election is to be held.



Section 4.  In addition to the powers granted by other provisiof the By-
Laws, and by the laws of the State of Pennsylvah@PBA Board of Directors shall
have powers and duties including but not limited to

(a) The conduct, management, supervision, and contieBaé
business;

(b) The conduct of PBA tournaments;

(c) The employment and discharging of employees, thersision of
their conduct, and the fixing of their compensation

ARTICLEV
Election of Directors

Section 1.  Each director shall be a PBA member. Directordl skeave for
two (2) years, and shall be eligible for re-electiorhe terms of approximately one-half
(1/2) of the directors shall expire annually witle tofficial announcement of the results
of the election. The number of elected directbadisot exceed twenty (20).

Section 2.  Elections for the Board of Directors will be heldrohg a PBA
sectional tournament, provided the tournament lseduming September or October;
otherwise the Board of Directors must make altevaarrangements for the election.

Section 3.  The Board of Directors shall adopt regulationsawegn the
nomination and election of candidates for directSuch regulations shall be in accord
with these By-Laws and with the By-Laws and regafa of ACBL. A two-thirds (2/3)
vote of the board shall be required to adopt oifseeguch regulations at a Board meeting,
for which ten (10) days notice has been given.

Section 4.  The Board of Directors shall periodically revieve tblection
procedure.

ARTICLE VI
M eetings

Section1. PBA Membership Meetings

(@  Anannual membership meeting of the PBA shall e daring
each calendar year at a time specified by the Boarirectors. Written or published
notice and agenda of the annual meeting shall\@ngo all PBA members thirty (30)
days in advance. Failure to hold an annual meetnadl not work a forfeiture or
dissolution of the PBA or invalidate any actiongakoy the Board of Directors or
officers of the PBA.

(b) Special membership meetings shall be called bytesident or
upon written request of the majority of the Boafdaectors, or upon written request of
ten (10) percent of PBA members. Written or puigds notice and agenda of each
special membership meeting shall be given to al\P#&mbers ten (10) days in advance
by publication in the Post Mortem or on the PBA giela Business transacted at each
special meeting shall be limited to that statethenagenda.



(c) A quorum for a PBA membership meeting shall corsistny
number of PBA members present.

(d) No proxy voting shall be permitted.

(e) Membership meetings of the PBA shall be conduated i
accordance with Robert's Rules of Order.

Section 2.  Board of Directors Meetings:

(a) Regular meeting of the Board of Directors shalhb#&l at least
bimonthly, the time and place to be specified e/ Phesident.

(b) Special meetings of the Board shall be called leySbacretary
upon receipt of a written petition signed by nassléhan one-fourth (1/4) of the Board
members, or by the President.

(c) Written notice and agenda of each special Boardingeshall be
sent to all Board members at least five (5) daysdwvance. Business transacted at such
meetings shall be limited to that stated in thendge Notice under this section may be
provided either by first class mail or by emaithose Board members who consent to
receive email notification in writing or by email.

(d) A quorum of the Board shall consist of one (1) nibwn one-half
(1/2) of the elected Directors.

(e) No proxy voting shall be permitted.

In the event of a tie, the President shallreise the casting vote.
In the absence of the President, the Vice-Presslait exercise the casting vote.

(9) Attendance at a Board meeting by a directall slonstitute waiver
of the requirement of notice of the meeting, exaeipen the director attends for the
express purpose of objecting to the meeting beddugsmeeting has not been lawfully
called or convened.

ARTICLE VII
PBA Officers

Section 1.  The officers of the PBA shall consist of the Presit Vice
President, Treasurer, and Secretary, the firset{8gof whom shall constitute the
Executive Board. The Secretary shall be appoifited the PBA membership by the
President, with the approval of the Board of Dioest

Section 2.  Immediately following the annual election, the Bdbaf Directors
shall elect from its membership by majority votdtuse present and voting by secret
ballot, the President, Vice President, and Treasufach of these officers shall serve for
one (1) year, or until his/her successor has beagnalected.

Section 3.  No person who shall have been elected to the offi¢eresident
for (2) consecutive years shall be eligible to ada elected President until two (2) years
have elapsed from the completion of his/her mastneterm as President.



Section 4.  The Executive Board may act for the Board of Divegtin an
emergency when a special meeting of the Boardtipassible, but such action shall not
contravene or modify any action taken by the Badrirectors, and shall not be binding
on the PBA unless ratified by the Board at its megular meeting.

Section 5.  The duties of each officer shall be those specihe@gulations
adopted by the PBA Board of Directors, and suclerotlities as may be assigned by the
Board or are incidental to fulfilling the function$the office.

Section 6. A vacancy on the executive Board shall be filledtfee balance of
the unexpired term according to the provisionsadt®n 2 of this article.

ARTICLE VIII
I mpeachment and Removal

Section 1.  Any officer or director may be removed for causealtyvo-third
(2/3) vote of the Board of Directors or by a maypaf the membership. Any officer or
director against whom impeachment charges are btalgll be notified by registered
mail of the specific charges against him, at léast(10) days prior to the meeting at
which the charges are to be heard and voted updrslall be given an opportunity to be
heard before the Board and to be represented bhsebaf his own choice. All board
members shall be notified at least ten (10) dais pv the date of such meeting.

Section 2.  Absence from three (3) consecutive meetings oBibward of
Directors may be cause for removal.

ARTICLE IX
Committees

Section 1.  The President shall appoint such committees ashmayecessary
to perform the functioning of the PBA. Standingrouoittees shall be those specified by
PBA regulations, and shall be appointed as thetescribed. The members of
committees need not be members of the Board otiirs.

ARTICLE X
Rules and Regulations, Amendments

Section 1. The PBA shall be governed in accordance with thgtavs and
such rules and regulations as the Board of Diretball promulgate. Copies of the
bylaws and of rules and regulations shall be postethe PBA website. Hard copies of
the bylaws and any rules and regulations will belenavailable to members upon request
and payment of reasonable copying costs.

Section 2. Amendments to the By-Laws may be proposed:

(a) Upon petition signed by at least twenty-five (2BAmembers
and submitted to the Secretary at least thirty (Q)s in advance of the annual meeting
or any special meeting called for the purpose or,

(b) Upon petition signed by at least eight (8) memiodéithe Board of
Directors. It shall be the duty of the Secretarintorporate the sense of the proposed
amendments into the notice of the meeting.



Section 3. Amendments may be passed either at a Board Meetiagthe
annual general meeting of the members. Concurrehioeo-thirds (2/3) of all PBA
members present and voting shall be required te pasmendment.

ARTICLE XI
Disposition of Net Earnings and Assets

Section 1.  No part of the net earnings of the PBA shall intaréhe benefit or
be distributable to its members, directors, orceifs but the directors shall be authorized
and empowered to pay reasonable compensationrfiocee rendered and to make
payments and distributions in furtherance of thgppses set forth in Article 1l of these
By-Laws. The PBA does not contemplate pecuniany gaprofit, incidental or
otherwise to its members. The PBA shall not camany other activities not permitted
to be carried on by a corporation exempt from Faldacome tax under Section 501 (c)
(7) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 or of applicable law of Pennsylvania
applicable to nonprofit entities. It is intendéat the PBA shall have and continue to
have, the status of an organization which is exdmopt Federal income taxation under
Section 501 (c) (7) of the Internal Revenue Cod&9&#4 and, of an organization exempt
from state income tax under any exemption availebl@onprofit entities. All terms and
provisions of these By-Laws and all operation ef BBA shall be construed, applied,
and carried out with such intent, and if any prmnsof these bylaws would cause the
PBA to lose its nonprofit status, that provisiomalsbe void.

Section 2.  Upon the dissolution of the PBA, the Board of Diogs shall,
after paying or making provisions for payments lbfiee liabilities of the PBA, dispose
of all of the assets of the PBA by distributingsb@ssets exclusively for charitable,
educational. or recreational purposes in such sramnto such organization or
organizations serving the people of Western Pewasid, which are organized or
operated exclusively for charitable purposes ore@nal purposes and shall, at the
time, qualify as exempt under Sections 501 (cpa(®) 501 (v) (7) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1954, as the Board of Director ¢dbgermine. Any assets not so
disposed of shall be disposed of the court whichdemeral jurisdiction for Allegheny
County, exclusively for such charitable or eduaaip or recreational purposes or as such
organizations serving the people of Western Pewasid and described in Sections 501
(c) (3) and 501 (c) (7) as said court shall select.

ARTICLE XII
Indemnification

Section 1. The PBA shall indemnify any person who was or &gy or is
threatened to be made a party to any threatenaedjn@eor completed action, suit or
proceeding, whether civil, criminal, administratiee investigative (other than an action
by or in the right of the PBA) by reason of thetfdmat he is or was a representative of
the PBA, or is or was serving at the request oRB& as a representative of another
corporation, partnership, joint venture, trust thres enterprise, against expenses
(including attorneys' fees), judgments, fines amd@nts paid in settlement actually and
reasonably incurred by him in connection with saction, suit or proceeding if he acted
in good faith and in a manner her reasonable kedi¢o be in, or not opposed to , the
best interests of the PBA, and, with respect toamginal action or proceeding, had no
reasonable cause to believe his conduct was unlavhe termination of any action,
suit, or proceeding by judgment, order, settlememtyiction, or upon a plea of nolo
contendre or its equivalent shall not of itselfateea presumption that the person did not
act in good faith and in a manner which he reasgriadieved to be in, or not opposed



to, the best interests of the PBA, and with respeeiny criminal action or proceeding,
had reasonable cause to believe that his condiuctnlawful.

The PBA shall indemnify any person who was or @#y, or is threatened to be
made a party to any threatened, pending or contpéetBon or suit by or in the right of
the PBA to procure a judgment in its favor by reasbthe fact that he is or was a
representative of the PBA, or is or was servinthatrequest of the PBA as a
representative of another corporation, partnergbipt venture, trust or other as
representative of another corporation, partnergbipt venture, trust or other enterprise
against expenses (including attorneys' fees) dgtaatl reasonably incurred by him in
connection with the defense or settlement of swtibraor suit if he acted in good faith
and in a manner he reasonably believed to be ingtbopposed to, the best interests of
the PBA and except that no indemnification shalhizgle in respect to any claim, issue
or matter as to which such person shall have bdgiiged to be liable for negligence or
misconduct in the performance of his duty to thé\RiBless and only to the extent that
the Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County erd¢burt in which such action or suit
was brought shall determine upon application tthaspite the adjudication of liability but
in view of all the circumstances of the case, quetson is fairly and reasonably entitled
to indemnity for such expenses which the Court@i@on Pleas of such other court
shall deem proper.

Section 2.  The PBA may purchase and maintain insurance oniftafany
person who is or was a representative of the PBArapresentative of another
corporation, partnership, joint venture, trust thres enterprise against any liability
asserted against him and incurred by him in ani sapacity, or arising out of his status
as such, whether or not the PBA would have the ptavexdemnify him against such
liability under the provisions of this Article of the law of Pennsylvania in such case
made and provided.

ARTICLE XIII
M iscellaneous

Section 1. Notices and announcements to the gemerabership of the PBA
shall be (i) placed on the official website of tBA,; (ii) printed in the newsletter of the
PBA,; (iii) made on the PBA telephone number togkeent described in Section 3(c); or
(iv) a combination of the three.

Section 2. The Board shall have the power to disicoe any or all of the
newsletter, the official website and the PBA tel@pd number. In the event that the
official website is discontinued, notices to thenmbership shall be made via the
newsletter. Inthe event that the newsletterssahtinued, notices to the membership
shall be made via the official website. In thergwbdat both the newsletter and the
official website are discontinued, this Article Blwease to be effective.

Section 3. (@) The newsletter of the PBA is thet Rteatem. Copies of
the current edition of the Post Mortem shall beilalaée at the Unit game and on the
official website.

(b) The internet address of the official PBA wiebsf the
PBA shall be printed in the newsletter. If the @3 changes, the membership will be
notified (i) in the newsletter and, (i) for thosembers whose email address is known to
the PBA, by email. Internet access to the old esklwill be forwarded to the new site
for at least one (1) year after an internet addchasge. The official website of the PBA
is currently www.pittsburghbridge.org.



(© Announcements of game times and cancellatioag be
made via the PBA’s automated reply system on kplt®ne number, (412) 683-GAME.
Other notices will not usually be given over théomated reply system and if a notice
other than one concerning game times or cancelsi®placed on that system, it will be
in addition to notices placed in the Post Mortenoiothe website.

Section 4. Notice of disciplinary hearings or di@t actions affecting
individual rights of a member will be provided byst class mail or, with the recipient’s
consent, by email.

Section 5. Any requirements contained herein, @éhénabsence of any
procedural rules or regulations (not inconsisteith the Constitution, Bylaws, or
regulations of the ACBL), shall be conducted inadance with Robert’s Rules of
Order.



